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TRUSTEES’ REPORT 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the-City of New 
Bedford, Mass. 


The Trustees present their seventy-third annual report — 
to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which 
has been adopted by the Board. 


Respectfully submitted, 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 
GEORGE H. TRippP, 


Clerk of the Board. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


To the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


In presenting the Seventy-third Annual Report of 
the Free Public Library, and my Twenty-third as Librar- 
rian, it may be well to preface my statistical report with 
a few remarks of a general character. 


As with most libraries, the circulation of books 
shows rapid increase with the succeeding years. To 
give a vivid presentation of the way in which books of 
our library were used during the past year, there were 
taken from the library and from its various branches 
and centers of distribution an average of 1800 books 
per day. That means that each day these books which 
are actually taken out into circulation, if put one above 
the other, flat, would reach to the top of the new home of 
the First National Bank on this street. 


There were two outstanding events of importance 
as gifts to the library which merit appreciation at this 
time. Mrs. Charles M. Hussey gave to the library 180 
log books representing distinct voyages of the ships 
which sailed under the signal flag of J.W.R. Wing & Co. 
This makes our total log books about 500. Then Mrs. 
Sadie C. Tillinghast very generously presented to the 
library some 200 books of value which, though in most 
cases duplicates, make a fine reserve for future demands. 
These two gifts have been properly acknowledged, but 
it is proper that they should receive special recognition 
at this time. 
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It has been the custom in my annual report to sub- 
divide it into three parts, 
First—The resources of the library. 
Second—Its activities. 
Third—The special needs. 


I could do no better in a few words to record the 
resources of the library than to copy from the last page 
of our October, 1924 Quarterly Bulletin which reads 
as follows :— 


WHAT YOUR LIBRARY OFFERS. 


Use of 185,000 books. 

350 magazines, 50 daily and weekly newspapers. 

Information Department where reference books of all 
kinds can be consulted, and expert assistance ob- 
tained. 


Directories, statistical data, etc. 
Atlases, cyclopedias, and hand-books of all kinds. 


Art Room and Genealogical Room open every day for 
students. 


Main Reading Room (Ingraham Hall) with 2,000 books 
on open shelves. 


Somewhat to amplify this short statement I would 
say that the directories and books which would be of 
special use to business men are so many and varied that 
they are not as well known to the business men of the 
city as they should be, although at various times the 
Librarian has made special efforts to call this wealth of 
material to the attention of the business men of the city. 


ACTIV iTS: 


The activities of the library force have been prac- 
tically along the same lines as have been followed for 
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a number of years. The Trustees at an early meeting 
in the year elected a High School Reference Librarian 
who should serve as an intermediary between the Li- 
brary and the High School, following the plan in use in 
many of the most progressive communities. Miss Grace 
F, Lyman, a college graduate, and also a graduate of a 
library school, who had been doing effective work in 
the Utica Free Academy Library, accepted an invitation 
to the position in the New Bedford High School on a 
mutual arrangement by which the library and the school 
should each pay half of the salary, but the Librarian 
should be under the direct control of the Free Public 
Library. In order to give the School Library a good 
start, we bought for the collection a large number of 
books during the summer, so that when the term com- 
menced in September, that department of the library 
started off well equipped. Then, of course, from the 
main library books are constantly being drawn for tem- 
porary use in the High School. It is gratifying to know 
that Miss Lyman has made a place for herself, and her 
work is proving of great satisfaction to the staff of the 
New Bedford High School. 


As has been the case for a number of years, over 
200 school rooms are supplied with book collections fur- 
nished by the library, and circulated among the pupils. 
These books are not primarily supplementary text-books, 
but carefully selected books in general literature suit- 
able for grammar grades, and such books as a well- 
informed parent would like to put into the hands of his 
children. 


On January 30th, by invitation, the City Council 
visited the library and was shown over the building by 
the Trustees and library staff. This annual visit of 
the City Council is a feature which should be continued, 
as it gives the Council, some of whom have not been 
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thoroughly acquainted with the activities of the library, 
an opportunity to see the resources and uses of the 
library at first hand. 


The Book Talks which were commenced during the 
war were given at a time when women were knitting 
for the soldiers; a Monday afternoon session was held 
when someone would read to the women while their 
fingers were busy at work. This, in a modified way, 
has been continued ever since, and a series of book talks 
by New Bedford men and women has been given on 
Monday afternoons. During the present year the fol- 
lowing talks have been given. 


Bey Wiverd,.larker,. January. 7, 1924; Strachey’s 
Biitesot Oueen Victoria,” ) 


Lois Donovan, January 14, 1924: Hints to Pilgrims 
Through the Library. 


Edna W. Simmons, January 21, 1924: The Art of 
Robert Frost. 


Rev. Harry Robert Smith, January 28, 1924: Pap- 
ini’s “Life of Christ.” 


Rev. W. B. Geoghegan, February 4, 1924: Life and 
Letters of Walter H. Page. 


Ralph P. Dow, February 11, 1924: Edward Arlington 
Robinson. 


Rev. E. Stanton Hodgin, February 18, 1924: Revolt 
Against Civilization. 


Galen W. Hill, February 25, 1924: As Others See Us. 


Rev. H. B. Williams, March 3, 1924: The Origin of 
Man. 


Rev. Frederick H. von der Sump, March 10, 1924: 
Owen Wister—Straight Deal. 
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Rev. H. M. Medary, March 17, 1924: Heraldry— 
with Some of Its Modern Uses. 


Rev. Henry M. Medary, December 8, 1924: How 
We Got Our Names. sf 


Rev. E. Stanton Hodgin, December 15, 1924: “These 
Eventful Years.” 


Lois Slocum, December 29, 1924: Eclipses. 


The readings for the blind on Wednesday afternoons 
have been well attended, and great credit is due to the 
public spirited women who have this in charge. It is 
most gratifying to see the enthusiasm with which the 
readings are received. The blind men and women are 
brought to the library by volunteers who see that 
they are brought in automobiles to the building, and 
taken home at the conclusion of the readings. 


A Library Institute, under the auspices of the State 
Board of Library Commissioners, was held here for the 
benefit of the suburban towns and libraries, on February 
15, 29, and March 14. Our library merely gave the use 
of the room, and occasional talks by members of the 
staff. Such Institutes are held in different cities of the 
state, and are conducted by the State Library authorities. 


A valuable talk on “Children’s Books”, by Miss Jane 
E. Thuman, the Head of the Juvenile Department, was 
printed in our January Bulletin. 


As for a number of years past, a training class was 
held by the Librarian at which certain bright and prom- 
ising pupils from the High School were given elementary 
instruction in library methods with a view of securing 
possible substitute material. These training lessons 
have proved of service, and we have been able, within 
the last few years, to obtain additions to our corps of 
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substitutes, and several have been added to our per- 
manent staff. 


It will be of interest to notice a unique use of our 
log books during the early summer, when the Head of 
the New York Aquarium visited the library, and from 
our log books, and from those in The Old Dartmouth 
Historical Society, obtained a great deal of valuable 
material on the visits of whale ships to the Galapagos 
Islands, and the food value of edible tortoises from 
those islands. Mr. Townsend, the Director of the 
Aquarium, is preparing a paper on the subject of edible 
tortoises and the possibility of their being preserved 
from rapid extinction. 


Early in May a collection of musical programmes 
which attracted considerable attention was shown in the 
Art Room. 


There have been during the year 704 meetings 
held in the Library by 69 different organizations. Every 
year, more and more, the value of our Library Hall, and 
the other available rooms on the top floor, becomes evi- 
dent in their increasing use. Last year there were re- 
corded 500 meetings, and this year 200 more. 


The Librarian spoke at a meeting in Boston on 
April 25th on “The Library and the School,” and contrib- 
uted to “The Library Journal,” by request, an article 
on “Adult Education.” The Librarian was sent to Sara- 
toga Springs to represent the Library at a meeting of 
the American Library Association. 


NEEDS. 


During the past year the urgent need of better 
branch facilities was brought to the attention of the 
City Council, and land was purchased for the purpose of 
establishing a South Branch Library, and a certain 
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amount of money was appropriated by the City Council. 
An architect was selected, and plans drawn, but the plans 
were not ready until the very last part of the year, 
when there was such a discrepancy between the amount 
that had been appropriated and the lowest bid on the 
architect’s plans, that the matter was held over until the 
succeeding year. It is earnestly hoped that means will 
be taken early in the year to carry to completion this 
very urgent need of library accommodations in the south 
part of the city. The Police Department needs the room 
now occupied by the South Branch, and the Branch itself 
is in a place entirely out of the range of serviceable 
use to those who should be its clients. The locality 
selected by the City Property Committee of last year 
sems to be well adapted for a center of book circulation 
in that section of the city, and it is hoped that progress 
will be resumed until the finished building is ready for 
occupancy. In the progress of years since the two larger 
branches, North and South, were established, it is well 
known that the centers of population in those two sec- 
tions have drifted to the north and south, so that each 
of the two branch buildings is at least a mile to a mile 
and a half out the most desirable location. 


The service of the library may well be extended to 
St. Luke’s Hospital in providing books from our dupli- 
cate collections, and sending an assistant once or twice 
a week for a few hours to distribute books and maga- 
zines among convalescent patients. Such service would 
be greatly appreciated, and is in line with similar activi- 
ties in many libraries. 


The reports of the various departments of the li- 
brary accompany this report, and will give additional 
information about the work in each of those sections of 
our library. 
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The work of the staff has been helpful, and merits 
the appreciation of the library authorities and of the 
public. 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE H. TRIPP, 


Librarian. 


REPORT OF THE REFERENCE LIBRARIAN. 


A public library is a sort of barometer of the fads 
and interests and activities of its community. All the 
departments feel the varying pressure, but perhaps it 
is the Reference Department which is most intimately 
concerned with its changes. 


Two interests especially, have made themselves 
felt during the past year. First came the pressing desire 
for information on dogs of every breed. This was the 
result of a contest in a popular magazine. The shelves 
were always empty of dog books; every encyclopedia, 
dictionary, and natural history was ransacked for dog 
pictures, and still the demand was unsatisfied. The 
reference attendant listened to long discourses on 
straight and bow legs, long and snub noses, drooping and 
upright, plumy and ratty tails; she became conversant 
with all varieties of dogs from Schippekes to Doberman 
Pinschers. 


But the dogs have had their day. Now the interest 
has shifted and we are in the throes of cross word 
puzzles. Atlases, dictionaries, and encyclopedias are 
used as never before. A constellation in Virgo, the king 
of Bashan, and the first son of the ash tree, seem to re- 
quire the most attention though, “how a man is on a hot 
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day” and many others are not far behind, making it 
difficult at times for the librarian not to be a cross 
worried person. 


Aside from these two fads, questions have, as usual, 
run the gamut of almost every conceivable subject. Here 
are a few examples: “What is the origin of the ex- 
pression, ‘get down to brass tacks;’” “How many pianos 
are there in New Bedford?” “Find me a picture of a 
whistling buoy.” What is the effect of twisting on the 
strength of materials?” “Please find me a picture of a 
shin-plaster pocket book.” One diminutive child of not 
more than ten, wanted material for a composition on 
“The effect of the Red Cross on the spirit of warfare.” 
It is questions such as these multiplied manyfold, as 
well as the assistance given to many in the use of the 
Catalogue, Reader’s Guide, dictionaries, directories, and 
other regular reference books that make up the bulk of 
the work of the Reference and Information department. 
It is only the number of books actually circulated by the 
department that are recorded. This number is 8136 
volumes for the year 1924. 


Club women and students of small towns in this 
part of the state, Cape Cod, and Martha’s Vineyard con- 
tinue to draw from our resources, through the medium 
of the Inter Library Loan. This department has sent 
during the past year 166 volumes to the following places: 
Hyannis, Edgartown, Vineyard Haven, Oak Bluffs, 
Marion, Chatham, Westport, Falmouth and Osterville. 


The United States Government Documents pam- 
phlets received by the library are checked by the Refer- 
ence Librarian. During the past year she has put through 
nearly three thousand, roughly indexing many of them. 
Every year sees a great increase in the amount of this 
material. 
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It is perhaps still a little early to decide what effect 
the new high school library will have on the work of 
the Reference Room. During the three months it has 
been running, this department has loaned it four hun- 
dred and ninety six volumes, and has seen no _ per- 
ceptible decrease in its own circulation. 

HELEN YT: COWLES: 


Reference Librarian. 


REPORT OF THE JUVENILE DEPARTMENT 


The regular work of the Juvenile Department shows 
activity with an ever increasing circulation of books at 
the branches and a gradual drawing away from the Cen- 
tral Juvenile Room. For some years we have been recom- 
mending the separation of children and adults at the 
branches. This now becomes a necessity if the branch 
libraries are to serve adequately either adults or children. 
Grown people will not patronize a library that is overrun 
with children. This situation obtains especially at the 
South Branch where there is an excellent opportunity for 
work with adults. We look forward hopefully to the time 
when the ends of the city will be provided with real 
library buildings where many activities can be carried 
out among people who rarely come to the centre of the 
city. 


200 classes in the public schools from grade 3b 
through 6a and 5 continuation classes circulated 142, 282 
books during the year. The importance of this branch 
of our work cannot be overestimated as these books go 
into so many homes of our foreign-born citizens. One 
of our greatest needs today is for interesting, easy, 
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books for grown people who are learning to read English 
but have passed the primer stage. The ordinary easy 
Juvenile deals with subjects that are not adapted to an 
adult mind. 


Children’s Book Week in November was observed 
with an exhibit of new Juvenile books and a talk on 
books for children by Mr. Frederick G. Melcher of the 
Publishers Weekly, of New York City, the speaker being 
provided through the courtesy of Hutchinson’s Book 
Store. 


Several teachers have used the State Certificate 
plan in their regular school work this last fall term. 
There were 511 of the five book certificates awarded and 
59 of the honor certificates. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JANE ELLIS THUMAN, 
Children’s Librarian. 


ART ROOM 


A pleasing feature of the past year’s work was the 
increasing study of our books and photographs by the 
classes in art appreciation which have been developed at 
the High School. The history of architecture having 
received special attention. Many students from the 
Vocational School have used the works on interior deco- 
ration and costume design, and Swain School pupils fre- 
quently browse in the room. 

From year to year we notice a more discriminating 
choice of pictures among our “young visitors.” Whereas 
formerly they asked for collections upon India or Egypt, 
now it must be definitely the Taj Mahal or the temple 
of Karnak and so on throughout the curriculum. While 
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this tendency diminishes somewhat the volume of cir- 
culation, it has no doubt, an educational value. 


Several inquiries regarding the loan exhibitions of 
art have been received. 


The new Medici prints acquired in 1924 are much ad- 
mired and each new book has been hailed with enthu- 
siasm. Possibly no purchase of books has afforded quite 
as keen delight as that of the volumes in revised Braille 
for our group of grateful blind readers. 

JANE E. GARDNER, 
Art Librarian. 


GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT 


The Massachusetts state convention of both the | 
Daughters of the American Revolution and the Sons of 
the American Revolution were held in New Bedford this 
year and people who attended were glad to visit our 
Room. Some of the D. A. R.’s whose convention was of 
longer duration, made use of our collection. 


This department has a collection of pictures of New 
Bedford and vicinity which, during the year, has been 
classified and renumbered. These pictures total 714 as 
follows: 


Photographs 326 
Post cards, colored, 84 
Post cards, not colored 123 
Stereographs 160 
Water colors 7 
Miscellaneous 14 


There are also a few duplicates of some of these. 
The pasting of the Transcript Scrap-book has been dili- 
gently carried on. The indexing of the Boston Globe 
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Scrap-book has been brought up to date; and work has 
been done on the indexing of the Local Picture Scrap- 
books. 


An index of the “Mayflower Descendant” has been 
started. 


We have had inquiries for help in genealogical mat- 
ters from various parts of the country including Wash- 
ington, D. C., the States of Washington, Oklahoma, Ohio, 
Maine, New Jersey, New York, Florida, and Calif- 
ornia, as well as Canada. Occasionally, the Old Dart- 
mouth Historical Society turns letters over to us to 
answer. In one instance of this kind, there was an old 
family Bible which the owner, who had no descendants, 
wished to bestow upon some member of the family who 
would like to have it. We were very glad to be of serv- 
ice in finding someone who knew just the proper re- 
cipient. 


To our collection, already numbering over 4400 
books, acquisitions have been made during the year. 
One of the long looked for Tripp genealogies which 
George L. Randall has spent so many years in compiling, 
was published this year—“Descendants of James, son of 
John Tripp.” Mr. Randall’s Taber genealogy was also 
completed this year. The Library has a copy of each, as 
well as a duplicate copy, for circulation, of the Tripp 
genealogy. Mr. George H. Partridge very kindly sent 
us an autographed copy of the Partridge genealogy. A 
copy of the “Descendants of Daniel Lyman” was a gift 
of the authoress, Eunice A. Lyman. A little pamphlet 
which should prove useful, a gift of the compiler, is en- 
titled, “Index to certified copy of list of American pris- 
oners of war 1812—1815 as recorded in General Entry 
Book, Ottawa, Canada; list of American prisoners of 
war who died at Provincetown, Dartmoor, England, 1812- 
1815.” “New England diaries 1602-1800,’ compiled by 
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Harriet Merrifield Forbes, is a mine of information. 
“Pilgrim Notes and Queries” in 5 vols; James Truslow 
Adam’s “Revolutionary New England, 1691-1776,” the 
“Epes Sargent genealogy,” finely illustrated, and “Old 
Scituate,’ interspersed with good illustrations and 
abounding in information, are other additions. A valu- 
able gift comes from John Kermott Allen in the form of 
a 217 paged, typewritten work on “George Allen of 
Weymouth, Lynn, and Sandwich, together with some of 
his descendants.” 

ALICE H. TRIPP. 

Genealogical Librarian. 


CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 


The circulation for the year has been most gratify- 
ing, showing that 38,943 more books were given out than 
last year. This increase has been due partly, to the 
fact that many of the manufacturing establishments 
have been running on shorter schedules, and also that 
more people in general have been reading. 


The amount collected for fines has shown a slight 
decrease, also indicating that the public have more time 
for reading and the books have been returned more 

promptly. 


The total circulation for the year has been 542,906; 
namely: Main Desk, 102,205; Ingraham Hall, (the Open 
Shelf Department), 94,900; Art Room, 4,780; Reference 
Room, 8,136; Genealogical Room, including Teachers’ 
Room, 697; North, South, and West Branches, 128,694; 
Juvenile Room, 58,912; School Collections, 142,822; and 
Inter-Library loans, 1,770. 


Several Americanization Classes have visited the 
Library with their teachers. Many of the pupils have 
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taken out cards, borrowing books in their native tongue 
and also in English. 


Books of travel, biography, short plays, essays, and 
etiquette have been in great demand. 


For a long time, there has been a vital need for a 
new building at the South End, in which there will be 
a separate room for adults. In many cases, they have 
been forced to come to the Main Library to read and 
borrow books because there has been no room for them 
in the branch, on account of the large number of child- 
ren. The patrons have been greatly inconvenienced and 
the circulation has suffered in consequence. 


GRACE D. SHERMAN. 
Head of Circulation Department. 


APPENDIX A. 
ADDITIONS BY CLASSES IN YEAR 1924 
NEW TITLES 

General Works, 17 Literature, 87 
Ethics and Philosophy, 29 Description and Travel, 95 
Religion, P75) Individual Biography, 86 
Sociology, 99 Collective Biography and 
Manners and Customs, 4 Genealogy, 19 
Folk Lore, 6 History, 53 
Education, 20 Fiction, 347 
Language, 4 New Titles in Foreign 
Science, 57 Languages 7 
Useful Arts, 121 French 71 
Medicine, Physiology, and Yiddish 12 

Hygiene, Sh Italian 5 
Fine Arts, 48 Portuguese 20 


Music, 15 Spanish 4 
Amusements and Sports, 34 Books for Children, 66 
Books for the Blind, 13 
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APPENDIX B. 
CIRCULATION. 
Main collection, Adult, 
No. of Per cent 
Books of Whole 
Classification. 

. Miscellaneous, and _ periodicals, 8,196 3.89 
Philosophy, 1,459 69 
Religion, 1,265 .60 
Sociology, 3,255 1.54 
Language, 741 ie 
Science, 1,765 84 
Useful Arts, 5,062 2.40 
Fine Arts, 5,930 2.81 
English literature, 7,156 3.40 
Foreign literature, 886 42 
Biography, 4,392 2.08 
History, 2,595 1.23 
Travel and description, 4072 3193 
English fiction, 158,683 75.31 
Foreign fiction, 5,261 2.50 

Juvenile Room, 
Classification. 

Fairy Tales, "7,846 13(32 
Biography, 1,318 2.24 
History, 2,023 3.43 
Travel and description, 1,720 2.92 
Fiction, 34,254 58.15 
Miscellaneous, including Bible 

Stories, Literature, Useful Arts, 11,741 19.93 


Books drawn for home use, Central Library, Main Collection: 


Main Desk, 102,205; Ingraham Hall, 94,900; Reference Room, 
8,136; Art Room, 4,780, (Including 63 books for the Blind) ; 


Genealogical Room, 435; Teachers’ Room, 262; 210,718 
Books circulated from Juvenile Room, 58,902 
Books circulated from School Collection, 142,822 
Books circulated directly from Branch 

Reading Rooms, 128,694 
Inter-library loans, 210 
Other Agencies, . 1,560 


Total circulation of books, 542,906 
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Pictures loaned: Art Department. 
Art Photographs, 
Prints, 
Prints (color) 
Architecture, 
Sculpture, 
Stereographs, (Juv. R. 12,241) 
Miscellaneous, 


GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1924 


Books Added. 
Volumes purchased, Main Collection, 
Volumes purchased, Juvenile Room, 
Volumes purchased, School Collection, 
Volumes purchased, Continuation School, 
Volumes added by gift, 


PAMPHLETS ADDED. 


Pamphlets purchased, 
Pamphlets added by gift, 


Other Additions. 
Photographs, (gift) 
Posters 2, Halftones 8 (gifts) 
Medici Prints 
Post-Cards, colored 
Atlas folios, maps (including gifts) 
Mounted clippings, 
Magazine subscriptions from individuals and old 
magazines, 
Volumes worn out and withdrawn 
(94 exposed to contagious disease.) 
_ Main Collection, 
Juvenile Room, 
School, 


Volumes replaced 
Main collection, 
Juvenile Room, 
School collection, 


Net addition to the Library in volumes, 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1923, 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1924, 


4,192 
185,276 
189,468 
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Volumes bound, including periodicals and books rebound: 


Main collection, 2,839 
Juvenile Room, 1,387 
School collection, 2,121 
6,347 
Periodicals in Reading Room (including 56 by gift) 362 
Newspapers in Reading Room (including 9 by gift) - 48 
New cards issued, and re-registration, Central 
Adult, Central Library, 3,982 
(Includes 786 Juvenile Transfers.) 
Through Branches 1,005 4,987 
Cancelled 119 4,868 
Juvenile, Central Library 2,762 
Through Branches, 1,581 4,343 
Cancelled, 36 4,307 
9,175 
Total Registered Borrowers, Adult 23,454 
Juvenile, 9,733 
Notices sent out for over-due books: 
Main Library—Postal cards, 7,614; letters, 731 8,345 
Juvenile Room—Postal cards, 2,418; letters, 182 2,600 
Branches— Postal cards, 2,553; letters, 350 2,903 


Books sent for by messenger, 161 
Books returned by messenger, 123. 


BRANCH READING ROOMS IN DETAIL 


NORTH 
Books circulated—Adult 37,717 
Juvenile, 27,871, Central 129, 65,717 


Cards issued through Central. 
Adult (including 71 Juvenile Transfers), 651, Juvenile 859 1,510 
Periodicals in Reading Room, 30 


Newspapers in Reading Room, 18 
SOUTH 
Books circulated—Adult, 13,148 
Juvenile, 22,278; Central 68 35,494 


Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 35 Juvenile Transfers), 208, Juvenile 602 810 


Periodicals in Reading Room, Zs 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 15 
WEST 

Books circulated—Adult, 19,344 
Juvenile, 8,336, Central, 62 27,742 


Cards issued through Central : 

Adult (including 16 Juvenile Transfers) 146, Juvenile 120 266 
Periodicals in Reading Room, 25 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 10 
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APPENDIX C. 


FORM OF LIBRARY STATISTICS 
Compiled for the A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration. 


Annual report for the year ending December 31, 1924. 
Name of Library, New Bedford Free Public Library. 
Name of Librarian, George H. Tripp. 

City or Town, New Bedford, Mass. 
Population served, 136,000. (Estimated, July 1, 1924.) 
Terms of use— 
Free for lending 
Free for reference 
Total number of agencies 
Consisting of—Central praey, One. 
Branches, Three. 
High School Library. 
Other Agencies, 34 Schools, (215 rooms in 
schools.) 
Yi Mia GulbA: 
Girl Scouts. 
2 Engine Houses. 
5 Continuation school classes. 
1 Relief ship. 
Books lent to 12 other libraries. 
Books borrowed of one library. 
Number of days open during year (Central library), 364. 
*Hours open each week for lending (Central library), 72. 
*Hours open each week for reading (Central library), 79. 
Total number of staff, 
Total valuation of library property, $804,475. 
* Holidays and Sundays, open seven hours for reading, except that 
Library closed Christmas Day. 


INCREASE 


Adult Juvenile — Total 
Number of volumes at beginning of 


year 159,673 25,603 185,276 
Number of volumes added during 


year by purchase 3,370 4,151 7,521 

Number of volumes added during 
year by gift or exchange 878 878 
163,921 29,754 193,675 

Number of volumes lost or with- 
drawn during year 844 3,363 4,207 
Total number at end of year.......... 163,077 26,391 189,468 
Number of pamphlets at beginning of year, Uncounted 
Number of pamphlets added during year, 3,798 
Number of maps and charts added during year, 51 


Total number of maps at end of year, 
Number of photographs added during year, including 
prints and pictures, 115 
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Post Cards, colored, 1,130 
Miscellaneous, 12 
Total number of prints including photographs, etc., 60,075 
Number of sheets of music added during year, 8 
Total number of sheets of music at end of year, Uncounted 
Number of clippings added during year, 1,561 
Total number of clippings, Uncounted 
USE 


Adult | Juvenile Total 

Total number of volumes, lent for 
home use 282,697 260,209 542,906 

Number of volumes of fiction lent 


for home use from Central 
library, (including Foreign) 163,944 34,254 ee 


Number of prints lent for home use, 85, 

Recorded use in reading rooms, Uncounted 

Number of exhibitions held, + 

Number of lectures given, 14 

Number of publications issued, 7 
REGISTRATION | 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of borrowers registered dur- : 


ing year (and re-registrations, part ; 
of year), 4,987 4,343 9,330 


Total number of registered borrow- 
ers, 23,454 9,733 33,187 
Cancelled, 1924, 119 36 155 

Registration period, 5 years. 
Number of periodicals, including newspapers and transactions of 
societies) currently received. 

372 titles with 513 copies of magazines. 
and 49 titles, with 99 copies of newspapers. 
Number of persons using library for reading and study: Not counted. 


APPENDIX D. 
Appropriation, $60,000.00 
Salaries, $37,282.12 
Wages, 17,924.42 
Supplies, 1,316.04 
Labor and repairs, 728.99 
Lighting branches, 403.75 
Heating branches, 310.31 
Printing, 690.30 
Telephones, 66.40 
Express, 206.57 


Incidentals, 162.98 


24.0 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Water, 82.06 
Postage, 126.34 
Binding, 74.25 
Furniture, 83.70 
Car tickets, 55.00 
Snow removal, 49.70 
Cards, 37.18 
Books, 2.00 
Travel, 128.97 
Book-plates, 42.00 
Periodicals, 8.29 
Stationery, 31.61 
Insurance, 166.52 
$59,979.50 
Balance, 20.50 
$60,000.00 
DOG FUND 
Balance, $1,814.97 
Income, 3,998.72 . 
—§— _ $5,813.69 
Books, 2,037.38 
Furniture, 115.50 
Express, 53.97 
Labor and repairs, 48.90 
Periodicals, 282.00 
Supplies, 57.21 
Printing, 26.20 
Binding, 2,226.10 
Membership, 11.00 
Postage, "4.00 
Telephone, 5.75 
Gas, 47.21 
Salary, 416.66 
Plans, 400.00 
$5,731.88 
Balance, 81.81 
$5,813.69 
OLIVER CROCKER FUND 
Balance, $98.04 
Income, 45.00 
—_—_ $143.04 
Books, $68.66 
Balance, 74.38 


$143.04 
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JAMES B. CONGDON FUND 
Balance, $36.09 
Income, 22.50 
—— $58.59 
Books, $42.30 
Balance, 16.29 
$58.59 
GEORGE W. HOWLAND, JR. FUND 
Balance, $152.89 
Income, 72.00 
—_———__ $224.89 
Books, $52.55 
Balance, 172.34 
$224.89 
CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND 
Balance, $95.19 
Income, 45.00 
————.__ $140.19 
Books, $59.79 
Periodicals, 32.85 
$92.64 
Balance, 47.55 
$140.19 
CHARLES L. WOOD FUND 
Balance, $96.81 
Income, 90.00 
——— $186.81 
Books, $130.69 
Periodicals, 3.00 
. $133.69 
Balance, 53.12 
$186.81 
KEMPTON FUND 
Balance, $1,108.60 
Income, 10,184.78 
——————— $11,293.38 
Books, $8,148.04 
Periodicals, 1,506.66 
Binding, 1,454.88 
Printing, 186.30 
Stationery and supplies, 43.56 
Pictures, 230.07 
Cards, 77 BX} | 
Membership in learned societies, 11.89 
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Manuscript, 25.00 

Incidentals, 7.90 

$11,641.61 

Over-draft, 348.23 
SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND 

Balance, $125.68 

Income, 2,130.8 

Books, 1,191.54 

Periodicals, . 10.07 

Binding, 373.30 

Printing, 11.75 

1,586.66 

Balance, 675.59 


GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND 


Balance, $419.05 
Income, 448.40 
Books, 25.00 
Periodicals, B24 
Binding, 284.25 
Printing, 17.95 
Library supplies, 35.26 
Wages, 398.01 

812.64 


Balance, — 94.81 - 


TOTAL EXPENDITURES 


Salaries, $37,698.78 
Wages, , 18,322.43 
Supplies, 1,373.25 
Labor and repairs, 777.89 
Lighting branches, 450.96 
Printing, 932.50 
Telephones, pe 
Express, 260.54 
Incidentals, 170.88 
Car tickets, 55.00 
Water, 82.06 
Heating branches, 310.31 
Snow removal, 49.70 
Furniture, 199.20 
Postage, 130.34 
Cards, 64.49 
Books, 11,757.95 


Periodicals, 1,895.04 


$11,293.38 


$2,262.25 


$2,262.25 


$867.45 


$867.45 
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Binding, 4,412.78 
Pictures, 230.07 
Travel, 128.97 
Book-plates, 42.00 
Subscriptions to Learned Societies, 22.89 
Plans, 400.00 
Insurance, 166.52 
Manuscript, 25.00 
Stationery and Library Supplies, 110.43 

$80,142.13 

FINES 


Fines collected, 
Miscellaneous receipts, 
Receipts, 


Paid City Treasurer, 
Cash retained for change, 


Special account for refunds on lost books, 
Refunds, 
Balance on hand, 


Zhao 


$1,576.00 
109.38 
5.00 


$1,690.38 
$1,674.38 
16.00 


$1,690.38 
12.25 
8.49 
3.76 


$12.25 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
Trustees of Free Public Library. 


City oF New BeEpForD. 


In Boarp oF ALDERMEN, 
January 15, 1925. 


Received, ordered printed in the city documents, and 
sent down for concurrence. 


RODOLPHUS A. SWAN, 
CityyClerk; 


In Common COUNCIL, 
January 15, 1925. 
Concurred. 


RUTH G. HILTON, Clerk: 
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